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1
METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR PROVIDING
A COMBINATION OF MEDIA DATA AND
METADATA

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a method of providing a combina-
tion of media data and metadata, a system for providing a
combination of media data and metadata. The invention also
relates to a signal including a combination of compressed
video and metadata, wherein the compressed video is obtain-
able by applying at least one video compression technique on
image data of images from a sequence of images. The inven-
tion further relates to a method of processing such a signal, a
system for processing such a signal, and a computer program.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

US 2009/0192961 A1 describes a system for adapting the
bit rate of a media stream based on user interest. Collected
biometric data can be used to determine a user’s emotional
interest and optionally adjust the bit rate of media and/or
present navigation options to one or more selected portion of
the stored media. Biometric data can include heart rate, res-
piratory rate, galvanic skin response, pupil dilation, blood
pressure, body temperature and the like. Biometrics can be
collected from sensors, which can include electrodermal sen-
sors, microphones, thermometers, accelerometers and the
like. In an embodiment, changes in user interest can trigger a
variable bit rate encoder to adjust the bit rate processing of
captured audio/video based on configuration options. For
example, a digital camera can obtain biometric data during
picture capture. When user interest is detected as high, the
image resolution and megapixel count can be increased, stor-
ing the picture as a high fidelity image. Collected biometric
data can be stored as metadata in the images for use in play-
back and navigation.

A problem of the known system is that it is limited to the
biometric data that can be obtained at the time of capture.
Only the biometric data characterizing the person attached to
the sensor is obtained. Additional biometric sensors of the
described type are required for each additional person, and
each person must co-operate.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is desirable to provide a method, system, signal and
computer program of the types referred to above that allow for
the efficient provision of video data with metadata character-
izing processes in subjects represented in the video.

To this end, according to a first aspect, there is provided a
method of providing a combination of video data and meta-
data, including:

obtaining a sequence of images captured by a video cam-

era;

extracting at least one signal from the sequence of images,

wherein each extracted signal characterizes local temporal
variations in at least one of light intensity and color;

applying at least one video compression technique on
image data of images from the sequence to obtain com-
pressed video data,

wherein at least one of the signals is extracted from images
in a state prior to the application of the at least one compres-
sion technique to image data from those images; and

providing the compressed video data with metadata for

characterizing at least one process in a subject repre-
sented in at least part of the images,
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2

which process causes local temporal variations in at least
one of color and intensity of light captured from the subject,

wherein the metadata is at least based on at least one of the
extracted signals.

A subject represented in a sequence of images will gener-
ally be a living subject, but may be an inanimate object. A
process causing local temporal variations in at least one of
light intensity and color will generally be an internal process
independent of any movement of any externally visible part of
the subject. It may, however, be a process of internal move-
ment (e.g. rotation or reciprocal movement of a part of a
subject relative to a reference frame fixed to the subject) of a
visible part of the subject in some applications. In the case of
a living subject and an internal process, the extracted signals
carry information corresponding to at least one biometrical
signal.

By providing compressed video data, the method is rela-
tively efficient. Because compressed video data, in particular
compressed video data obtained using predictive coding is
generally no longer suitable for extracting signals represen-
tative of local temporal variations in at least one of light
intensity and color, which might be used to obtain data char-
acterizing at least one biological phenomenon in a subject
represented in the image, the method provides metadata that
corresponds to or is suitable for use in obtaining such data
characterizing a biological phenomenon. The method is
based on the extraction of at least one signal from the
sequence of images prior to compression, so that the small-
scale variations in intensity and/or color that are caused by
processes in a subject represented in at least part of the images
are still represented in the extracted signals. By being based
on such extracted signals, the method can be used to obtain
data characterizing multiple persons represented in the
sequence of images, namely by extracting multiple signals,
without having to provide additional sensors. The method is
also essentially independent of living subjects” willingness to
co-operate, since no sensors placed on the body are required.
The method is suitable e.g. in surveillance applications to
provide biometric data in combination with compressed
video. The biometric data can be used to identify portions of
the compressed video requiring closer scrutiny. Because the
video is compressed, a data transmission network with a
relatively low capacity can be used for collecting video and
metadata from camera systems. The system can easily be
arranged to enable short-term responses to events signaled by
the metadata by persons having access to the compressed
video to determine the nature of the event.

An embodiment of the method includes adapting the appli-
cation of the at least one compression technique in depen-
dence on an outcome of an analysis of data at least based on
obtained parts of at least one of the extracted signals.

This embodiment can be used to provide a solution to the
problem that more metadata may be required if there are more
persons represented in the sequence of images and biometric
data relating to each of them individually is to be recoverable
from the metadata. The amount of included metadata can be
varied according to need (amount of information) whilst
keeping the total amount of data (compressed video and meta-
data) within bounds. Alternatively or additionally, this
embodiment can be used to apply more or less compression
on certain spatial parts of the sequence of images, depending
on whether those parts represents subjects of interest or not.
For example, the extracted signals can be used to determine
where the faces of living persons represented in the images
are located. These spatial parts of the images can be encoded
such as to preserve more detail. The same is true where
predictive coding is used as part of the compression tech-
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nique. If it is determined that parameters characterizing the
process vary rapidly in time during intervals corresponding to
certain sections of the sequence of images, then less interpo-
lation can be applied to encode these sections as part of the
compression.

An embodiment of the method includes, whilst obtaining
the sequence of images, causing adjustments of parameters of
aprocess of capturing the images using at least one camera in
dependence on an outcome of an analysis of data at least
based on obtained parts of at least one of the extracted signals.

This embodiment makes it possible to use a relatively
cheap camera without generating unreliable data character-
izing the processes in a subject represented in the sequence of
images. Instead of having to use a high-definition camera,
parameters can be adjusted so that the components of the
extracted signal or signals carrying the information relating to
the process in the subject are more clearly present in the
extracted signals. In one variant of this embodiment, param-
eters affecting the settings of an optical system used to focus
light onto a sensor array are adapted. Thus, it is possible to
zoom in to capture more information relating to certain parts
of'a scene represented in the sequence of images. The number
of'pixels used to create the extracted signal or signals can thus
be increased. Alternatively more extracted signals carrying
information relating to the same process can be generated,
which will then result in a more reliable consensus signal or
value characterizing the process in the subject. In another
variant, at least one parameter of a system for converting light
intensity into discrete pixel values is adjusted in dependence
on an outcome of the analysis of the data at least based on
obtained parts of at least one of the extracted signals.
Examples of such parameters include the gain and discreti-
sation threshold of an image sensor array. In this embodiment,
the pixel values carry more reliable information representa-
tive of small-scale variations in color or intensity, typically
due to internal (especially biological) processes. Other
parameters that can be adjusted include exposure time and
frame rate (typically parameters of a system for converting
light intensity into discrete pixel values, since digital cameras
will generally not have mechanical shutters).

In an embodiment, the method is carried out by a process-
ing system included in a camera.

This means that the processing system is included in the
same housing as the image sensor array. This embodiment
largely avoids the communication of uncompressed video
data, and is therefore relatively cheap to implement. In a
particular variant, the camera is provided with at least one
network interface, so that the combination of video data and
metadata is transmittable over a network by the camera itself.
This combination is in one embodiment a multiplex of com-
pressed video and a stream of metadata synchronized with the
compressed video stream. Suitable cameras (so-called IP
cameras) already exist. This variant of the method merely
requires them to be suitably configured to carry out the
method.

In an embodiment, the metadata includes at least one signal
characterizing local temporal variations in at least one of light
intensity and color in the sequence of images.

Thus, the metadata includes signals essentially similar to
the extracted signals. They may, however, be the result of an
operation combining two or more of the extracted signals, e.g.
an averaging or clustering operation. In this embodiment, the
system providing the combination of metadata and com-
pressed video need not carry out the processing necessary to
arrive at accessible information characterizing the processes
in the subject in a concise way. This type of processing is
carried out by an external system arranged to process the
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combination of compressed video data and metadata.
Accordingly, the type of processing can be varied. Moreover,
the system providing the combination of metadata and com-
pressed video can be simpler. One expensive system can
process the compressed video data and metadata provided by
several cameras, for example.

According to another aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a system for providing a combination of video data and
metadata, including

at least an interface to a camera for capturing a sequence of

images;

a video data processing system, configured to:

apply at least one video compression technique on image

data of images from the sequence to obtain compressed
video data,
extract at least one signal from the sequence of images,
each extracted signal characterizing local temporal
variations in at least one of light intensity and color and

to generate metadata for characterizing at least one process
in at least one subject represented in at least part of the
images,

wherein the extracted signals are extracted from images in
a state prior to the application of the at least one compression
technique to image data from those images and

wherein the metadata characterizes processes causing local
temporal variations in at least one of color and intensity of
light captured from the subject and the metadata are at least
based on at least one of the extracted signals; and

an output interface for providing the compressed video

data with the metadata.

In an embodiment, the system is configured to carry out a
method according to the invention.

According to another aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a signal including a combination of compressed video
and metadata, wherein the compressed video is obtainable by
applying at least one video compression technique on image
data of images from a sequence of images and the metadata
includes at least one signal characterizing local temporal
variations in at least one of light intensity and color in the
sequence of images.

A system arranged to receive and process the signal can
obtain information characterizing processes in subjects rep-
resented in the images. Because the metadata includes at least
one signal characterizing local temporal variations in at least
one of light intensity and color in the sequence of images,
various types of such information can be obtained. For
example, the extracted signals can be used to determine either
the heart rate or the respiration rate of a living subject repre-
sented in the images. Only one type of metadata is required
for this, namely the extracted signals. One effect is that the
signal can be generated by relatively uncomplicated camera
systems. Another effect is that it is not necessary to achieve
standardization of a large number of different types of meta-
data (i.e. agreement on codes indicating the variable that a
particular numerical value in the metadata represents). One
type of metadata is sufficient. In a variant, the metadata will
indicate the spatial location to which a particular signal rep-
resentative of local variations in at least one of light intensity
and color pertains.

In an embodiment, the signal is obtainable by executing a
method according to the invention.

According to another aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a method of processing a signal according to the inven-
tion, including calculating at least one value of a parameter
characterizing at least one process in a subject represented in
at least part of the sequence of images, which process causes
local temporal variations in at least one of color and intensity
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of light captured from the subject, using as input at least one
of the signals characterizing local temporal variations in at
least one of light intensity and color in the sequence of
images.

According to a further aspect of the invention, there is
provided a system for processing a signal including a combi-
nation of compressed video and metadata, including:

an interface for obtaining a signal according to the inven-

tion and

a data processing system for calculating at least one value

of a parameter characterizing at least one process in a
subject represented in at least part of the sequence of
images, which process causes local temporal variations
in at least one of color and intensity of light captured
from the subject, using as input at least one of the signals
characterizing local temporal variations in at least one of
light intensity and color in the sequence of images.

According to yet another aspect of the invention, there is
provided a computer program including a set of instructions
capable, when incorporated in a machine-readable medium,
of causing a system having information processing capabili-
ties to perform a method according to the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be described in further detail with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a system compris-
ing a camera system for generating a signal combining a
compressed video stream with metadata and a system for
processing this combined signal;

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating some steps in a method
carried out by the system for generating the signal;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating in detail a step of gener-
ating signals representative of local temporal variations in at
least one of intensity and color in a sequence of images as part
of an embodiment of the method illustrated in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a flow chart giving an outline of a first method of
processing the combined signal; and

FIG. 5 is a flow chart giving an outline of a second method
of processing the combined signal.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A system comprising a first and second camera system 1,2,
a network 3 and a video signal processing system 4 is used
here to explain methods of providing and processing a com-
bination of compressed video data and metadata. In the illus-
trated embodiment, the first camera system 1 comprises a
single camera 5 with a network interface 6. In another
embodiment, the first camera system 1 comprises a combi-
nation of'a computing device and a camera connected thereto,
e.g. via a direct link, and operating under the control of the
computing device, which also processes raw uncompressed
video data to generate a combination of compressed video
data and metadata.

The second camera system 2 can have the same build-up as
the first camera system 1, and is not illustrated in more detail
for this reason.

The camera 5 includes an image sensor array 7, e.g. aCCD
or CMOS sensor array of a known type. It further includes an
optical system 8 for focusing light from a scene onto the
image sensor array 7. The optical system 8 will generally
include one or more lenses, filters, a diaphragm and the like,
each of which can be adjusted under the control of a camera
processor 9. Similarly, the camera processor 9 can set param-
eters of the image sensor array 7, including integration time,
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gain, discretisation threshold, etc. It is noted that where ref-
erence is made herein to sequence of images, this can include
combinations of sequences of images in different color chan-
nels. Thus, an image can mean the combination of two or
more, e.g. three, image frames, each an array of pixel values
representing the captured intensity of light in a particular
range of the electromagnetic spectrum. It is further noted that
the camera 5 can be arranged to operate in either the visible or
the invisible part of the electromagnetic spectrum, or in both.
Thus, images can consist of or comprise an array of pixel
values representing captured intensities in the infra-red part
of'the spectrum.

In the illustrated embodiment, a video encoder 10 is pro-
vided to compress raw image data, and thereby generate
compressed video. However, the processor 9 is able to pro-
cess the raw uncompressed image data as well, to which end
a volatile memory unit 11 is provided.

In other embodiments, the functionality of the components
of the camera 5 is combined into fewer separate devices or
distributed over more devices than are illustrated in FIG. 1.

The illustrated camera 5 is provided with user controls 12
and a display 13.

The camera 5 and the second camera system 2 are each
configured to provide a data stream comprising a compressed
video data stream and a metadata data stream. The com-
pressed video data stream and the metadata data stream are
provided with a common time base, so that metadata and
compressed video are synchronized. In a particular embodi-
ment, the metadata data stream and the compressed video
data stream are provided in a multiplex.

A particular application is used here by way of example, in
which the camera 5 is used to provide a compressed video
data stream representing one or more persons in combination
with a metadata data stream carrying information that either
directly characterizes one or more biological processes in the
persons represented or allows the video signal processing
system 4 to derive such information. The camera 5 generates
the metadata by first extracting one or more first signals, each
representative of local temporal variations in either light
intensity or color, or both, from a sequence of uncompressed
images. Thus, the processes to be described herein are suit-
able for obtaining metadata on biological processes that cause
avariation in the color or intensity of light reflected or passed
through a living person. It is particularly used to obtain meta-
data on (quasi-) periodic biological processes such as heart
beat and respiration. However, other phenomena, such as
perspiration, can also be characterized, in particular by focus-
ing on an appropriate range within the electromagnetic spec-
trum.

In one embodiment, to be described more fully herein, the
camera 5 and the second camera system 2 provide only meta-
data directly representative of signals representative of local
variations in at least one of light and color, meaning that such
signals can be fully reconstructed from the metadata, or at
least be reconstructed but for a phase difference. In another
embodiment, the metadata is representative of parameter val-
ues directly characterizing the biological phenomenon. In
this embodiment, signals representative of local variations in
at least one of light and color on which the metadata is based
can no longer be reconstructed from the metadata. Providing
metadata representative of parameter values directly charac-
terizing the biological phenomenon requires more intelli-
gence in the camera 5 but it means that the size of the metadata
is smaller. On the other hand, the video signal processing
system 4 only has access to the biological information that the
camera 5 has been programmed to provide (e.g. the heart rate
values of the persons represented in the compressed video
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stream but not the respiration rate values). In addition, there
must be a protocol to enable the video signal processing
system 4 to determine the nature of the variable to which
numerical values in the metadata relate.

The video signal processing system 4 can be implemented
in the form of a general purpose computer. Thus, in FIG. 1, it
is shown as comprising a network interface 6, central pro-
cessing unit 15 (CPU) and main memory 16, user input device
17, mass-storage device 18 and graphics unit 19. It is con-
nected to two display devices 20,21 by way of example. In an
alternative embodiment a separate decoder device for decom-
pressing the received compressed video stream can be pro-
vided, but in the illustrated embodiment this is done by the
CPU 15 or the graphics unit 19. In the illustrated embodiment,
the decompressed video can be shown on one of the display
devices 20,21, and information relating to biological pro-
cesses in living subjects represented in the video can be
shown on the other. This display can be in the form of a
graphical display including a graphical representation corre-
sponding to the scene being shown in the video, with the
biological information shown at screen positions correspond-
ing substantially to the screen position at which the subject to
which it relates is represented in the video. In an alternative
embodiment, the biological information is overlaid on the
video. In one embodiment, it is overlaid in response to input
provided via the user input device 17. In a further embodi-
ment, the video from the camera 5 and from the second
camera system 2 can be shown on separate ones of the two
display devices 20,21, e.g. to implement a surveillance sys-
tem for security purposes. Biological information can be used
to highlight scenes that are potentially of interest, e.g. those
representing persons with elevated heart rates or perspiration.

Turning to FIG. 2, an example of a method of providing a
combination of compressed video data and metadata as might
be carried out by the processor 9 in the camera 5 will now be
described.

With each obtained next image (step 22), a sub-sequence
23 of already obtained images is updated. In the illustrated
embodiment, the next point in each of a set of first signals
24a-n is then obtained (step 25) using a remote photoplethys-
mographic method.

One way in which first signals can be obtained is illustrated
in outline in FIG. 3. A sequence 26 of images—this may be a
combination of two or three sequences of images in different
color channels—is obtained (step 27).

Then, in an optional but useful step, a correction is applied
to the images 26. This can involve subtracting variations in
overall light intensity levels (determined e.g. by averaging
over all pixels in an image, indeed over all pixels of all
corresponding image frames in different color channels) from
the pixel values in the images. The aim is to remove variations
due to background lighting or camera movement as much as
possible, so as to isolate local variations in spatial regions of
the images due to processes in the subjects represented in the
images.

Then (step 29), a grid defining a plurality of measurement
zones, each encompassing a plurality of pixel points, is laid
over the images 26.

Next (step 30), a first set of extracted signals 31a-n is
established, each value of an extracted signal 31a-r being
based on a combination of pixel values from one of the
measurement zones. This can be an average, for example. It
can also be the mean value. It can also be a weighted average
with different weights being used for pixel values from dif-
ferent color channels. Thus, for example, green can be over-
weighted, because it is especially sensitive to variations in the
level of oxyhaemoglobin in skin tissue. Similarly, blue can be
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given extra weight, because it is sensitive to variations in the
water content of skin tissue and to variations in the moisture
level of the skin surface, and thus representative of pulsating
blood plasma flow and changing levels of perspiration. It is
noted that, instead of carrying out spatial averaging, cluster-
ing can be carried out. That is to say, a signal or signal
segment representative of intensity variations is generated for
each of multiple pixel locations in a measurement zone, and
these signals or signal segments are then clustered to generate
a single extracted signal 31 for each measurement zone.

Intheillustrated embodiment, a second set of signals 32a-»
is generated (step 33). Each signal 32a-% is representative of
variations in a corresponding one of the first set of signals 31.
The second set of signals 32 can be generated by centering the
signals 31 on their mean or average value. In alternative
embodiments, a different or further technique for obtaining
small signal variations is carried out, e.g. high-pass or band-
pass filtering.

As illustrated, the signals 32a-n of the second set corre-
spond to the first signals 24a-n. In other embodiments, a
selection can be made. For example, those of the signals
324-n of the second set with little or no information content
can be discarded.

It is noted that an alternative embodiment (not shown in
detail) is possible, in which the grid is not used. Instead,
image segmentation is used to identify those parts of the
images corresponding to living persons. Then, at least one
measurement zone is selected within each region of interest.
Regions of interest or measurement zones are tracked through
the image sequence 26, and a signal is extracted from each
measurement zone in the manner explained for the embodi-
ment of FIG. 2. This embodiment is slightly more compli-
cated, because the processor 9 in the camera 5 must be
capable of carrying out the image segmentation, as well as
algorithms for recognizing certain types of region of interest
(e.g. a face recognition algorithm) and algorithms for track-
ing measurement zones and/or regions of interest through a
sequence of images. However, where, for example, the sec-
ond camera system 2 comprises a camera and a computing
device, this embodiment could be feasible and would have the
effect that fewer first signals 24a-r are generated, which are
moreover all likely to be relevant to characterizing phenom-
ena causing local variations in light intensity and/or color. An
algorithm for face recognition is described in Viola, P. and
Jones, M. I, “Robust real-time object detection”, Proc. IEEE
Workshop on statistical and computational theories of vision,
13 Jul. 2001. A tracking algorithm is described in De Haan et
al., “True-motion estimation with 3-D recursive search block
matching”, IEEE Transactions on circuits and systems for
video technology, 3 (5), October 1993, pp. 368-379.

After the step 25 (FIG. 2) of obtaining further points of the
first signals 24a-n, new values in a stream 34 of metadata can
be created (step 35). The metadata is in a pre-determined
format, which can be proprietary or standardized.

As mentioned, in one embodiment, this step 35 entails
further processing of the first signals 24a-n, or the sections
thereof obtained thus far, in order to obtain values of param-
eters that directly characterize the phenomenon of interest.
For example, the first signals 24a-» can be transformed into
the frequency domain using a sliding window, in order to
obtain a spectrum of each first signal at successive points in
time. The value of the dominant frequency in at least a limited
range of the spectrum is determined so as to obtain a time-
varying signal representative of the heart rate or respiration
rate, for example. These values can then be coded as meta-
data. In an embodiment, the values are associated with data
identifying a spatial region in the images, so that the heart rate
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or respiration rate values can be associated with respective
ones of several living beings represented in the sequence of
images.

In the embodiment described herein in more detail, data
directly representative of the first signals 24a-» are encoded
into the metadata, together with associated data identifying
the location of the measurement zone from which the first
signal 24a-n concerned was extracted. The data identifying
the location of the measurement zone may be implicit, e.g. in
the order in which values are recorded in a table comprised in
the metadata.

The image data of the images in the sub-sequence 23
obtained thus far are compressed (step 36) to obtain com-
pressed video frames 37. In the illustrated embodiment of the
method, at least one interframe compression technique is
applied to the images in the sub-sequence 23 obtained thus
far. Moreover, at least one lossy compression technique is
used. Generally, such compression techniques will remove
small-scale intensity and color variations. Thus, it will gen-
erally not be possible to extract signals representative of
temporal variations in at least one of intensity and color
caused by internal processes in a subject represented in the
compressed video frames 37. For this reason, the extraction
step 25 and compression step 36 are carried out in parallel on
the obtained uncompressed images 23, or the extraction step
25 is carried out first.

The stream 34 of metadata and the compressed video
frames 37 are multiplexed into a single data stream (step 38).
Each is referred to a common time base, so that the first
signals 24a-n or time-varying values of a parameter charac-
terizing the internal process causing the temporal variations
characterized by the first signals 24a-» are synchronized with
the compressed video stream. Suitable formats for the com-
bined data stream are provided by the MPEG-4 systems stan-
dard (ISO/IEC 14496-1), for example. The steps of the
method illustrated in FIG. 2 and described above make up an
independent and compete first embodiment of a method of
providing a combination of compressed video data and meta-
data.

Certain additional features of a second embodiment that
provide further effects are also illustrated in FIG. 2.

In this embodiment, a further step 39 is carried out that
involves analysis of parts of the first signals 24a-» obtained
thus far. In the illustrated embodiment, this step 39 is carried
out whilst the compression (step 36) is ongoing, and also
whilst the acquisition of images (step 22) is ongoing.

This is done because the outcome of the analysis is used to
cause an adjustment of at least one parameter of a process of
capturing the images (step 40) as well as to cause (step 41) an
adaptation of at least one compression technique being
applied (step 36) in parallel.

Various types of analysis and adaptation can be used. In
one embodiment, the analysis is of the first signals 24a-n
directly. In another embodiment, part or all of a process of
deriving information from the first signals 24a-» that is char-
acteristic of the internal process causing the local temporal
variations in intensity and/or color is carried out, and the
analysis is of the information derived in this way. For
example, the analysis could be of the spectra of the first
signals 24a-n.

In one embodiment, first signals 24a-r or values charac-
terizing respective first signals 24a-n are compared to each
other. Thus, it could be determined whether first signals 24a-»
have a common dominant frequency to within a certain accu-
racy. In a sense, this is a determination of how many different
persons are represented in the images. If there are several
persons, then there is less scope for reducing the amount of
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metadata, so that the video compression rate will be
increased. This ensures that the overall amount of data sent
across the network 3 can stay within certain limits. If the
dominant frequency is only present in first signals 24a-n
associated with certain spatial regions of the images, then the
compression can be lower in those regions than in other
regions. This is because they are likely to be the most inter-
esting regions to a human observer. In case of human subjects,
these regions are likely to correspond to persons’ bodies. If
the dominant frequency changes rapidly in time, then an
interframe compression technique can be adapted to use less
prediction, because there are likely to be many changes in the
scene represented by the images 23, e.g. persons coming and
going.

As far as the analysis in combination with the adjustment of
parameters of the process of capturing the images 23 is con-
cerned, these include parameters corresponding to settings of
at least one of the image sensor array 7 and the optical system
8 that is used to focus light onto the image sensor array 7. This
means in particular that certain parts of the scene can be
captured with a higher resolution, even though the pixel count
of the image sensor array 7 may be quite low. The relevant
analysis can be a determination of the signal-to-noise ratio
and/or of the dynamic range of the first signals 24a-n, for
example. If the signal-to-noise ratio is low, then the camera 5
can zoom in. If the dynamic range is low, then the quantiza-
tion step of an analogue-to-digital converter in the image
sensor array 7 can be made smaller, for example. Further
possible analyses include a determination of the consistency
of the dominant frequency o the first signals 24a-n corre-
sponding to the frequency of a biological phenomenon of
interest (heart rate, respiration rate) or a determination of the
frequency distributions of transformations to the frequency
domain of the first signals 24a-n.

By adapting the image capturing process and/or the com-
pression in this way, there is implemented a closed feedback
loop between the camera 5 hardware used to capture images
and a detector of biometric signals. Control parameters of the
camera 5 are adjusted continuously and automatically in
order to keep the reliability of the detected biometrical signals
at a constant high level.

In the example in which at least some of the first signals
24a-n are directly encoded as metadata, the video signal
processing system 4 can carry out a method as illustrated in
FIG. 4 or a method as illustrated in FIG. 5.

In the method illustrated in FIG. 4, the video signal pro-
cessing system 4 receives the multiplex (step 42), and sepa-
rates the metadata from the compressed video stream (step
43). The compressed video stream is decompressed (step 44).

From the metadata, the video signal processing system 4
determines the first signals 24a-n (step 45) together with
associated information identifying the spatial location in the
images with which the first signals 24a-» are associated. A
frequency transform (step 46) is applied to determine the
dominant frequency in at least a limited range of the spectrum
of each first signal 24a-n. This is done repeatedly, using a
sliding window, so that the development of the dominant
frequency over time can be tracked. In particular, values of the
dominant frequency can be associated with points in time
corresponding to points in the decompressed video sequence
obtained in the parallel step 44. Thus, the frequency informa-
tion and the decompressed video can be displayed together
(step 47) on one of the display devices 20,21. In one embodi-
ment, locations of living subjects represented in the decom-
pressed video within the display area are determined. Values
of atleast one parameter characterizing a biological phenom-
enon are determined for each such person based on the infor-
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mation extracted from the metadata, and displayed overlaid
on the decompressed video with a visible link to the location
at which the person is represented. In another embodiment,
alerts are provided whenever values of a parameter charac-
terizing an internal process in a subject represented in the
decompressed video meet certain criteria. Thus, for example,
an audible or visible alert can be provided whenever the video
shows a person whose heart rate values meet certain criteria,
e.g. criteria indicative of a medical problem or of a security
risk.

FIG. 5 shows a similar method of processing a signal
including a combination of compressed video data and meta-
data, in particular metadata directly representative of a plu-
rality of first signals 24a-n representative of local variations in
at least one of intensity and color. The metadata enables a
determination of an associated image location to be made for
each first signal 24a-n. Thus, the video signal processing
system 4 is able to process each first signal 24a-» to determine
at least one associated value of a parameter characterizing the
signal, and then generate a map of these parameter values.

In the illustrated example, the multiplex comprising the
first signals 24a-» in the form of a metadata stream 34 and the
compressed video stream is obtained (step 48). The metadata
stream 34 is separated from the compressed video stream
(step 49). Then, the first signals 24a-» and the associated
information linking each of them to a location in an image
area are obtained 50. The first signals 24a-» are each analyzed
to determine the dominant frequency within at least a limited
range of their spectrum (step 51). Then, in the illustrated
embodiment, the phase at the dominant frequency is deter-
mined for each first signal 24a-# (step 52). In the illustrated
embodiment, this information is used to generate a phase map
(step 53). In parallel, the compressed video stream is decom-
pressed (step 54), and the decompressed video is also dis-
played (step 55). For example, the phase map can be dis-
played on one of the first and second display devices 20,21,
and the decompressed video can be displayed on the other.

In an alternative embodiment, one of the decompressed
video and the phase map is used to enhance the display of the
other. Thus, for example, where the grid defining the mea-
surement zones in the method of FIG. 3 is relatively coarse,
image segmentation carried out on the decompressed video
can be used to enhance the image provided by the phase map.

It is noted that, in the alternative in which the metadata
provided to the video signal processing system 4 no longer
corresponds directly to the first signals 24a-n, one or both of
the first and second camera systems 1,2 can perform a method
according to FIG. 4 or 5 subsequent to the method of FIG. 3,
so that the metadata stream 34 will carry data representative
of the dominant frequency within at least a limited range of
the spectrum of each of the first signals 24a-n, or will carry the
information representative of a phase map. In either case,
additional information enabling internal processes in each of
a number of subjects represented in images captured by a
camera to be characterized is provided.

It should be noted that the above-mentioned embodiments
illustrate, rather than limit, the invention, and that those
skilled in the art will be able to design many alternative
embodiments without departing from the scope of the
appended claims. In the claims, any reference signs placed
between parentheses shall not be construed as limiting the
claim. The word “comprising” does not exclude the presence
of elements or steps other than those listed in a claim. The
word “a” or “an” preceding an element does not exclude the
presence of a plurality of such elements. The mere fact that
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certain measures are recited in mutually different dependent
claims does not indicate that a combination of these measures
cannot be used to advantage.

In an embodiment, instead of providing the first signals
24a-n in the time domain, information representative of a
transformation of the first signals 24a-r into the temporal
frequency domain is provided in the metadata stream 34.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of providing a combination of video data and
metadata comprising the acts of:

obtaining a sequence of images captured by a video cam-

era, the sequence of images including subject images of
at least one subject;
extracting at least one signal from at least part of the
sequence of images representing the subject images,

wherein each of the at least one extracted signal character-
izes local temporal variations in at least one of light
intensity and color of light captured from the at least one
subject represented in the at least part of the sequence of
images;

generating metadata (i) based on the at least one extracted

signal that characterizes local temporal variations in at
least one of light intensity and color of the at least one
subject represented in the at least part of the sequence of
images, (ii) for characterizing at least one biometric
process in the at least one subject represented in the at
least part of the sequence of images, wherein the bio-
metric process causes the local temporal variations in at
least one of color and intensity of light captured from the
at least one subject;

applying at least one video compression technique on

image data of images from the sequence to obtain com-
pressed video data,

wherein the at least one extracted signal is extracted from

images in a state prior to the application of the at least
one compression technique to image data from those
images; and

providing the compressed video data with the generated

metadata.

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the
act of adapting the application of the at least one compression
technique in dependence on an outcome of an analysis of data
at least based on obtained parts of at least one of the at least
one extracted signal.

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the
act of, whilst obtaining the sequence of images, causing
adjustments of parameters corresponding to settings of at
least one of an image sensor array and an optical system in a
process of capturing the images using at least one camera in
dependence on an outcome of an analysis of data at least
based on obtained parts of at least one of the extracted signals.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the method is
carried out by a processing system included in a camera.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the generated
metadata includes at least one signal characterizing local
temporal variations in at least one of light intensity and color
in the sequence of images.

6. A system for providing a combination of video data and
metadata, comprising:

at least an interface to a camera for capturing a sequence of

images, the sequence of images including subject
images of at least one subject;

video data processing system, configured to:

apply at least one video compression technique on image

data of images from the sequence to obtain compressed
video data,
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extract at least one signal from at least part of the sequence
of'images representing the subject images, each of the at
least one extracted signal characterizing local temporal
variations in at least one of light intensity and color of
light captured from the at least one subject represented
in the at least part of the sequence of images; and

generate metadata (i) based on the at least one extracted
signal that characterizes local temporal variations in at
least one of light intensity and color of the at least one
subject represented in the at least part of the sequence of
images, (ii) for characterizing at least one biometric
process in the at least one subject represented in at least
part of the images, wherein the biometric process causes
the local temporal variations in at least one of color and
intensity of light captured from the at least one subject,

wherein the at least one extracted signal is extracted from
images in a state prior to the application of the at least
one compression technique to image data from those
images; and

an output interface for providing the compressed video
data with the generated metadata.

7. A method of processing a signal comprising the acts of:

obtaining a signal that comprises a combination of com-
pressed video and generated metadata, wherein the com-
pressed video is obtainable by applying at least one
video compression technique on image data of images
from a sequence of images, the sequence of images
including subject images of at least one subject, and
wherein the generated metadata includes at least one
signal characterizing local temporal variations in at least
one of light intensity and color of light captured from the
at least one subject represented in the at least part of the
sequence of images, wherein the generated metadata is
based on at least one signal extracted from at least part of
the sequence of images, prior to application of the at
least one video compression technique on the image data
of images from the sequence of images, that character-
izes the local temporal variations in at least one of light
intensity and color of the at least one subject represented
in the at least part of the sequence of images; and

calculating at least one value of a parameter characterizing
at least one biometric process in the at least one subject
represented in the at least part of the sequence of images,
wherein the biometric process causes the local temporal
variations in at least one of color and intensity of light
captured from the at least one subject, using as input at
least one of the signals of the generated metadata char-
acterizing local temporal variations in at least one of
light intensity and color in the sequence of images.

8. A system for processing a signal that includes a combi-

nation of compressed video and metadata, comprising:

an interface for obtaining a signal that comprises a combi-
nation of compressed video and generated metadata,
wherein the compressed video is obtainable by applying
at least one video compression technique on image data
of images from a sequence of images, the sequence of
images including subject images of at least one subject,
and wherein the generated metadata includes at least one
signal characterizing local temporal variations in at least
one of light intensity and color of light captured from the
at least one subject represented in the at least part of the
sequence of images, wherein the generated metadata is
based on at least one signal extracted from at least part of
the sequence of images, prior to application of the at
least one video compression technique on the image data
of images from the sequence of images, that character-
izes local temporal variations in at least one of light
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intensity and color of the at least one subject represented
in the at least part of the sequence of images; and

a data processing system for calculating at least one value
of a parameter characterizing at least one biometric pro-
cess in the at least one subject represented in the at least
part of the sequence of images, wherein the process
causes the local temporal variations in at least one of
color and intensity of light captured from the at least one
subject, using as input at least one of the signals of the
generated metadata characterizing local temporal varia-
tions in at least one of light intensity and color in the
sequence of images.

9. A non-transitory computer readable medium embodied

with a computer program including a set of instructions,
executable by a processor for causing the processor to per-
form act of:

obtaining a sequence of images captured by a video cam-
era, the sequence of images including subject images of
at least one subject;

extracting at least one signal from at least part of the
sequence of images representing the subject images,

wherein each of the at least one extracted signal character-
izes local temporal variations in at least one of light
intensity and color of light captured from the at least one
subject represented in the at least part of the sequence of
images;

generating metadata (i) based on the at least one extracted
signal that characterizes local temporal variations in at
least one of light intensity and color of the at least one
subject represented in the at least part of the sequence of
images, (ii) for characterizing at least one biometric
process in the at least one subject represented in the at
least part of the sequence of images, wherein the bio-
metric process causes the local temporal variations in at
least one of color and intensity of light captured from the
at least one subject;

applying at least one video compression technique on
image data of images from the sequence to obtain com-
pressed video data,

wherein the at least one extracted signal is extracted from
images in a state prior to the application of the at least
one compression technique to image data from those
images; and

providing the compressed video data with the generated
metadata.

10. A device comprising:

at least an interface to a camera for capturing a sequence of
images, the sequence of images including subject
images of at least one subject; and

a processor configured to:

apply at least one video compression technique on image
data of images from the sequence to obtain compressed
video data,

extract at least one signal from at least part of the sequence
of images representing the subject images, each of the at
least one extracted signal characterizing local temporal
variations in at least one of light intensity and color of
light captured from the at least one subject represented
in the at least part of the sequence of images; and

generate metadata (1) based on the at least one extracted
signal that characterizes local temporal variations in at
least one of light intensity and color of the at least one
subject represented in the at least part of the sequence of
images, (ii) for characterizing at least one biometric
process in the at least one subject represented in at least
part of the images, wherein the biometric process causes
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the local temporal variations in at least one of color and
intensity of light captured from the at least one subject,

wherein the at least one extracted signal is extracted from
images in a state prior to the application of the at least
one compression technique to image data from those
images; and

an output interface for providing the compressed video

data with the generated metadata.

11. The device of claim 10, wherein the subject images
include a plurality of subjects, and wherein the processor is
further configured to:

extract a plurality of signals corresponding to the plurality

of subjects from at least part of the sequence of images
representing the subject images, and

generate metadata based on the plurality extracted signals

for characterizing a biometric process for each of the
plurality of subjects in the sequence of images.

12. The device of claim 10, wherein the processor is further
configured to:

determine where at least one face of the at least one subject

is in the sequence of images, and

encode spatial parts of the sequence of images including

the at least one face in greater detail than remaining parts
of the sequence of images.

13. The device of claim 10, wherein the processor is further
configured to:

adjust parameters of the camera to increase capture of

components of the at least one extracted signal carrying
information relating to the at least one biometric process
in the at least one subject, including capturing more
information from a first part of the sequence of images
than a second part of the sequence of images.

14. The device of claim 13, wherein the first part includes
a face of the at least one subject.

15. A device comprising:

an interface for obtaining a signal that comprises a combi-

nation of compressed video and generated metadata,
wherein the compressed video is obtainable by applying
at least one video compression technique on image data
of images from a sequence of images, the sequence of
images including subject images of at least one subject,
and wherein the generated metadata includes at least one
signal characterizing local temporal variations in at least
one of light intensity and color of light captured from the
at least one subject represented in the at least part of the
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sequence of images, wherein the generated metadata is
based on at least one signal extracted from at least part of
the sequence of images, prior to application of the at
least one video compression technique on the image data
of images from the sequence of images, that character-
izes local temporal variations in at least one of light
intensity and color of the at least one subject represented
in the at least part of the sequence of images; and

a processor configured to calculate at least one value of a

parameter characterizing at least one biometric process
in the at least one subject represented in the at least part
of the sequence of images, wherein the process causes
the local temporal variations in at least one of color and
intensity of light captured from the at least one subject,
using as input at least one of the signals of the generated
metadata characterizing local temporal variations in at
least one of light intensity and color in the sequence of
images.

16. The device of claim 15, wherein the subject images
include a plurality of subjects, and wherein the processor is
further configured to:

extract a plurality of signals corresponding to the plurality

of subjects from at least part of the sequence of images
representing the subject images, and

generate metadata based on the plurality extracted signals

for characterizing a biometric process for each of the
plurality of subjects in the sequence of images.

17. The device of claim 15, wherein the processor is further
configured to:

determine where at least one face of the at least one subject

is in the sequence of images, and

encode spatial parts of the sequence of images including

the at least one face in greater detail than remaining parts
of the sequence of images.

18. The device of claim 15, wherein the processor is further
configured to:

adjust parameters of the camera to increase capture of

components of the at least one extracted signal carrying
information relating to the at least one biometric process
in the at least one subject, including capturing more
information from a first part of the sequence of images
than a second part of the sequence of images.

19. The device of claim 18, wherein the first part includes
a face of the at least one subject.
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